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Orange County Public Schools

Facilities Services

Superintendent
Ronald Blocker
today announced
the school district
will accelerate its
aggressive building
program to address
school needs
sooner and provide
a boost to the local
economy. The
budget move will
provide an
additional $158
million in planning,
design and
construction work
for the current and
next fiscal years.

The comprehensive
renovation projects
are being funded
with money from the
half-penny sales tax
referendum
approved by Orange
County voters in
2002. By
accelerating the
program, 15 projects

that are currently
budgeted will have
earlier completion
dates. Planning and
design work totaling
$12 million will be
advanced to the
current fiscal budget
year. Construction
costs of $146 million
will be moved
forward to 2009
fiscal year, which
begins on July 1,
2008.

“We have the
financial capacity to
start these projects
sooner, which will
save money on
construction costs,”
said Superintendent
Ronald Blocker.
“This is a great
opportunity to
improve our schools
earlier than
anticipated and give
an added boost to
our local economy.”

Currently two
comprehensive
projects are planned
to be completed in
2008, five projects in
2009 and seven in
2010. To complete
100 renovation
projects in the next
seven years before
the sales tax
referendum expires,
an average of 12-15
projects per year
must be completed.

“The Facilities
Service Department
has been
reorganized and we
can handle the
additional project
load efficiently,” said
Chief Facilities
Officer Bob Proie.
“We have talked
with our
architectural,
engineering and
construction

partners and we're
confident this
accelerated
schedule is
attainable and can
be sustained for
future years.”

###

The School Board of
Orange County, Florida
does not discriminate
in admission or access
to or treatment or
employment in its
programs and activities
on the basis of race,
color, religion, age,
sex, national origin,
marital status, disability
or any other reason
prohibited by law. The
Equal Opportunity
supervisor responsible
for compliance is
Catherine Van Kirk,
EEO & Legal Services,
who may be contacted
at the Educational
Leadership Center, 445
W. Amelia Street,
Orlando, Florida
32801, 407-317-3411.
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